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Introduction: Audience Totals

10,191 people watched Zip Theatre’s production of Sparx between June 4th and July 13th 2007. This is 880 fewer than those who saw the production over the same period in Summer 2006, and almost 3 times the number who saw the original production in 2005.
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Chart 1: Audience numbers 2005 - 2007
This year there was an unusually high number of cancellations: 1,768.
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Chart 2: Cancellations 2007
The various excuses given by teachers for cancellations included “no staff”, “double booked with orchestra” and “broken down minibus”, but the most common reason given was the cost of transport.
The play was performed in the following theatres:
	Concord College, Shropshire
Birmingham Old Rep 

Prince of Wales Theatre, Cannock
	Hanley Museum, Stoke-on-Trent

Bloxwich Library Theatre

Crescent Theatre, Birmingham


Percentage attendance at Birmingham’s Crescent (92%) and Old Rep (81%) theatres was extremely high (theatres generally view 60% attendance as an acceptable figure).

One element which undoubtedly contributes to the high attendance at the Birmingham theatres is the fact that Sparx has been presented there for 3 years running. Audiences tend to build when a known and reliable product is available in a known and reliable venue. For each of the other venues, this was the first time that Sparx has been presented there.
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Chart 3: Venues – audience and % of capacity
The percentage of attendance at Bloxwich Library Theatre was very good (78%), but capacity at that venue is only 130 per performance. Our venue in Walsall last year was Forest Arts Centre which has a capacity of 375 and is a better quality venue. Unfortunately that venue was not available this year because of an administrative error at Forest Arts Centre which resulted in a double booking. If Sparx had been presented at Forest Arts Centre, Walsall attendance figures would have been higher.
The Audience for Sparx
Our audiences were mainly school parties with all year groups from 5 upwards represented, but with the majority of children from year groups 6, 7 and 8. 
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Chart 4: Attendance by Year Group
Some special schools and pupil referral units attended as did a small number of college parties and 100 Scouts who took advantage of an evening performance at the Crescent Theatre.

Children from both junior and secondary schools are well represented in our audience. In 2007 there was an increase in the proportion of children attending from secondary schools, largely due to a significant increase in the numbers of year 7 pupils (up from 1% of last year’s total to 23% this year).
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Chart 5: Attendance by School Type
The pattern of attendance by day of the week was similar this year to last. There were marked increases in attendance on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Friday afternoon remains an unpopular time for parties to come out of school.
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Chart 6: Attendance Totals by Day of Week
Mornings are somewhat favoured by visiting schools, but apart from the unpopularity of Friday afternoon, there is little difference between total numbers attending morning (51% of total) or afternoon (49%) performances. Due to lack of demand, performances were given on Friday afternoons in only 2 venues. There were a total of 23 morning performances and 25 afternoon performances. There are no performances on Monday mornings. That period is needed at each venue to get in and set up the stage, lights and sound, etc.
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Chart 7: Attendance by Morning or Afternoon
Geographical Spread of the Audience
The large numbers attending the 2 Birmingham theatres has already been mentioned. The majority of our audience was from Birmingham schools. Chart 8 demonstrates the wide geographical spread of the audience for Sparx.

It seems clear that Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell and Wolverhampton numbers are low because we did not perform in a venue in any of those areas. The Wolverhampton and Sandwell audiences attended at Bloxwich, Birmingham or the Prince of Wales Theatre, Cannock. Representatives from Coventry and Dudley went to the Birmingham theatres.

[image: image8.emf]Attendance by Geographical Area

3,650

180

109

159

2,195

654

1,513

1,823

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

B'ham Coventry Dudley Sandwell Walsall Wolves Shrops Staffs


Chart 8: Attendance by Geographical Area
So far we have been unable to identify an appropriate venue for Sparx in Coventry or Sandwell. In 2006 we used Dudley Town Hall, but the venue isn’t ideal and the 1,138 who attended there represented only 23% of that venue’s massive capacity.
Audiences from Shropshire and Staffordshire came to new venues. Previous experience indicates that these numbers have the potential to build in future years. Indeed, responses from audiences indicate an assured increase in all venues in future years.
Responses from Teachers and Party Organisers
All teachers and organisers of the 198 parties who attended were invited to submit a completed evaluation form, including their comments on the performance. Of the 79 evaluation forms returned so far, none contain any negative comments. We also received 150 letters of thanks from students.
The following is a representative selection of comment received:

An excellent performance. Sparx was very informative in a way that appealed to the children - they were shocked at the statistics. This group are now writing poems, posters, plays, stories to present in an appropriate way to younger pupils. They thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and were very pleased with the CD's.

Fantastic! You pitched it just right for year 6 - not too babyish, but not too grown up. You've inspired us to spread the word in our own play for the rest of the school.

Brilliant play with a hard hitting message. Script is written and acted out on the children’s level. Many children said it had 'scared them' but they had 'really enjoyed it.' Many thanks, we would love to come every year with our year 6 children.

Excellent. Aimed at right level for key stage 3 pupils. Put the message across clearly and seriously - but with enough humour to keep year 8 boys entertained.

All of our pupils enjoyed the play and seemed to really take on board the message. A number of them were convinced that the story was real and the actors were real people. I liked the way the message was repeated but it was done in a humorous way. The play was well written and acted with the right balance of humour and tragedy. They need to see things like this to realise the seriousness and consequences of these actions. Well done!!

'Sparx' was a powerful and thought provoking play, which the children thoroughly enjoyed. The follow up pack has allowed us to continue working towards educating children about the dangers of fire and continue taking preventative measures to stop arson before children consider it. 
The actors were excellent as were all involved in the scenery, music and lighting. I shall be recommending this production to all appropriate year groups whose teachers I know! 
A wonderfully educational morning that has inspired many of my children to become Fire Fighters and instilled in my children a real respect for those in the Fire Service. Thank you.

As a small, rural Primary School we find such presentations very useful. Our children are not as 'streetwise' as many children of a similar age so it is vital that awareness of arson is made.

Really good - students really enjoyed it. Inspired us to visit the Handsworth Centre next year.

The children couldn't stop talking about it. They enjoyed it. They wanted to know if it was a true story. I will definitely be doing some follow up work - I hope it's available next year too. Thank you for an informative and thought provoking piece.

Fantastic! Mixed emotions from all - great actors, storyline, stage/setting/effects, yet sad, thought provoking play. Just long enough - great to go down to a theatre also to see the show.
Well enjoyed by our group. Despite being years 10 and 11 they got the message and afterwards they all talked about the consequences of arson. Thanks for inviting us again!
Conclusion
The positive response of our audience tends to confirm that the team effort that produces Sparx is effective and worthwhile. This team includes members of the fire service; the education advisers who produce the Teachers’ Pack; the CD production team; funding bodies and of course the West Midlands Arson Task Force.

The members of Zip Theatre are grateful to have had the opportunity to collaborate on this project once again, and we welcome the possibility that this powerful association of contributors may continue next year.
Jon Lingard-Lane

Artistic Director
Zip Theatre, Wolverhampton
July 2007
jon@ziptheatre.co.uk
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Zip Theatre and West Midlands Arson Task Force
www.ziptheatre.co.uk
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